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Description of places and curiosities from the “Walks on paths

around the Mount Sainte-Odile” map of trails created and

edited by the Club Vosgien Friends of the Mount Saint-Odile.
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An enigmatic wall apparently built during the Merovingian era, the
Pagan Wall stretches for more than 11km. The very date of construction
of this strange wall is subject to debate. Some scientists date the
creation of the wall back ten centuries before Christ. Its vocation
remains surrounded by mysteries: was it a run for animals? A
fortification against potential invaders? The fact remains that the wall
has the whiff of a strange atmosphere. It’s difficult not to let ourselves be
bewitched by this fantastic place where a curious interplay of light and
shade blends into one. A trail allows visitors to take a beautiful walk by
following the Club Vosgien’s markings. 

Office de Tourisme Intercommunal du  Mont Sainte-Odile - 03 88 50 75 38 - contact@mso-tourisme.com
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2h30

270 m
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markings

PAGAN WALL
Northern Circuit

St. Nicholas Rock

Felsentor

Koeberlé Door

Starts

Located 5 meters outside of the Pagan Wall, to the
west, it gives a beautiful view of the massif of the
Champ du Feu and, on the right, at the foot of it, the
ruins of Dreistein castles.

It’s a natural fault with a big rock, which perhaps
served as a postern. The pathway is narrow and
steeply sloping, hardly passable when coming from
outside. It’s an entrance (if used that way) easily
defensible. We could think that this door was used
to access a source: the Badstube, located around
200 m further down.

A narrow door created by human hands. It was
upgraded by Professor Koeberlé in 1877, who gave it
his name. It allows a limited pathway for one man
at a time. We can still perceive a doorjamb with a
notch, which perhaps served as a closure for an
antique door. A lying rock in the shape of a lintel
with a downpipe filter demonstrates the structure of
this entrance. Outside, by walking along the wall, we
can find another standing stone, which seems to
indicate another door. The entire system is very
much similar to a sort of corridor locked twice, like a
double-door entrance, allowing access to the inside
of the wall. 

Mount Sainte-Odile Sanctuary entrance starts at the Club Vosgien signpost

Club Vosgien signpost at the bottom of the P3 car park
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Castle- Hagelschloss

Northern Door

Etichon or Aldaric Cave

Stollhafen Rock

Oberkirch Rock

The castle was built in the 13th century with stones
from the Pagan Wall. First, it belonged to the
Rathsamhausen Lords, then in 1406, the city of
Strasbourg besieged the castle. Erb managed to
flee, but his castle was entirely destroyed. 

Here, we can easily see how the entrance is sealed
off with a double door of which the pivots turn in
downpipe filters dug behind the threshold. Almost
nothing remains of the two walls along this door
which lead to the inside of the wall. Through this
door, we enter the northern camp of the site.
According to some, it’s only a pathway between a
camp further north and this one, like the Eyer door
which allows the passage from the central camp to
the southern camp. How to check? One more
mystery…

Near the Stollhafen, on the Marvels Path, you will see
this natural cavity, in which you can penetrate deep
enough. It was named after Sainte-Odile’s father,
but without any real reason. 

It owes its name to its pot shape (Hafen) and its
foot (Stollen). It’s just next to the intersection of the
same name, the start of 7 trails of the Club Vosgien. 

An imposing rock whose very elongated platform
extends out of the Pagan Wall. It overlooks from far
away the ancient Roman North-South way. It gives
a very beautiful view of the plains and beyond
Obernai with the Oberkirch castle, which gave its
name to the Rock, also called Wild Boar Rock (the
engraving is directly in the rock).





A

B

C

E

F

G

H

I

D

3

2

1

Sanctuaire

PAGAN WALL
Southern Trail



1h15

149 m

4.3 km

markings

PAGAN WALL
Southern Trail
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Beckenfels

Kurt Mendel Bust

Couch Rock

(Basins Rock) This gathering of angular-edged
rocks would rather make us think of blocks put on
top of each other. The explanation is on top of a
block which represents a cavity in the shape of a
basin. It’s about 1.20 m in diameter and 60 cm in
depth. 

A bronze plaque, integrated into a rock isolated in
the Pagan Wall, evokes the memory of Kurt Mündel
(1852-1906) from Bavaria, and author of the very
first Guide to the Vosges (1881). 

It’s an isolated rock in which there are two seats
dug by natural excavation, located 50 m from the
Sainte-Odile Shelter. The legend says that all
infertile women regain their fertility after sitting in
this seat in the shape of a couch. 

D Panorama Rock

From the platform of the Panorama Rock, with its
ten-meter-high sandstone rocks, we can discover
one of the most charming panoramas of the plains
of Alsace. Next to it, you will find the most recent
shelter, inaugurated in 2011: the Saint-Odile shelter. 

Mount Sainte-Odile Sanctuary entrance starts at the Club Vosgien signpost

Club Vosgien signpost at the bottom of the P3 car park

Zumstein Door
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Maennelstein

Schafstein Rock

Druids’ cave

Located a bit further back from the orientation table
of the same site, the Paul Muller shelter (trail
inspector) was renovated in 1972 by the Club
Vosgien “Friends of the Mount Sainte-Odile”. 

The rock is isolated within the Pagan Wall. Its large
platform sticks out into a natural patio above a
precipice of more than 15 m. 

We are faced with a cave. Formed with two vertical
stones, 2.20 m from one to the other, on which lies a
big flat stone, the cave is joined to the Pagan Wall
by an open gallery. Archaeologists don’t find
common ground on the origins of this structure. 
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Zumstein Door

The Merovingian graves

PA hallway door (kammertor) which allows access
to the inside of the enclosure of the Pagan Wall.
Restored by the archaeologist Hans Zumstein in
1968, it shows a 7 to 8 m long corridor. This door was
perhaps large enough to allow the passage of
wagons in Roman times for the supply of provisions
for residents of the Pagan Wall. 
Was it built during the Roman occupation of the
site? Maybe, the mystery remains…

A place also called “The tumulus of the Gallic paths”.
These graves, seven in total, were discovered in 1874 by
the archaeologist Félix Voulot. Today, only two of them
remain. We think that these graves date back to the
Merovingian era, prior to Saint Odile by a few decades
(6th century). When Félix Voulot began the excavations,
he discovered sarcophagi made of stone. Some are
reinforced with two slabs. He also noticed that these
blocks of stone from the Pagan Wall, with a dovetail
mechanism, were reused for these graves. This, therefore,
suggests that the wall is older than these graves. 
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