
The Romanesque St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church [11]

Built in yellow sandstone in the 12th century, St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church is a fine example of Romanesque 
architecture, blending Rhenish and Lombard influences. The carved ornamentation is extremely diverse. 
Note the 21 haloed heads on the capital of the nave’s north column, the figures surrounded by beasts on 
the western facade, the first full-round sculptures in Alsace; and the eagle, the lion, the bull and the angel, 
symbolising the four evangelists, which grace the apse. The octagonal belfry from the late 13th century adds 
to the site’s harmony. A place of Catholic worship, this superb Romanesque church also hosts concerts of 
early music and exhibitions of contemporary sacred art. 
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The Romanesque House  
[12]
Also called «Pagan House», the 
Romanesque House of Rosheim 
is one of the oldest stone houses 
in Alsace. Dating from 1152, it 
is characterised by its square 
ground plan, its roughly dressed 
sandstone masonry and its small 
openings, giving it resemblance to 
a tower. The ground floor, a former 
storage space, and the first floor, 
once a residential space, have 
been restored. You will discover a 
fascinating reconstruction of the 
bourgeois lifestyle in the Middle 
Ages, based on period documents.

A must-see, unique 

in Alsace!

12

11



Many symbols, carved into the stone and wood

The stone and wood lintels and carriage entrances of Rosheim’s old houses often boast emblems evoking the city’s 
rich history, peopled by craftsmen and the bourgeoisie.

Trade emblems

Rosheim’s city archives make reference to 9 trade 
guilds, some documented as early as 1442. Several 
of these trade guilds may be even older, encompassing 
about one hundred trades: masons, wheelwrights, 
coopers, winemakers, bakers, etc.	  

Examples of trade emblems seen in Rosheim:

The baker
pretzels
bread

The miller
water mill wheel

The cooper
mallet
tools used for cooperage

The winemaker
pruning knife
grape bunches

The tile maker
flat tile mould

Bourgeois emblems

During the Renaissance, many commoners, inspi-
red by the practices of the nobility, created their own 
coats of arms. These emblems aimed to illustrate the 
family’s rank in the bourgeoisie, without referring to 
a trade or to noble ancestry.  

Examples of bourgeois emblems seen in 
Rosheim:

Office
de Tourisme

ROSHEIM

Rosheim, a stop not to be missed on the Romanesque 
Road of Alsace! Come discover its architectural heritage 
through a personalised tour.	

Please feel free to contact the Tourist Office. 
94 rue du Général de Gaulle, 67560 ROSHEIM
Open all year round

Tel. +33 (0)3 88 50 75 38 
Fax +33 (0)3 88 50 45 49

accueil@rosheim.com
www.rosheim.com
www.paysdumontsainteodile.com
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And budding explorers can take 4 fun-
filled walks with an exciting activity 
book. Available from the Tourist Office.



Rosheim 
across the 
centuries
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Records show that Rosheim has been occupied since the Neolithic period. In 778 under Charlemagne, the first 
reference was made to «Rodashaim», then just a village.

Around 1220, the first stone fortifications were built. Fifty years later, Rosheim became a city and acquired its own 
seal. Confirmed as an Imperial City in 1303, the winemaking town rapidly gained stature. In 1354, it was one of 
ten Alsatian Cities comprising the Decapolis, an alliance of mutual aid and a counterweight against feudal power. 

Thanks to winegrowing and an active bourgeoisie, the Renaissance brought prosperity to the town. The beautiful, 
vast half-timbered houses of the town centre and the Six-Bucket Well are proof of this affluence.

Like the rest of Alsace, the city suffered the torments of the Thirty Years’ War from 1618 to 1648. But in the 18th 
century Rosheim thrived once more. This was when the City Hall and Saint Etienne Church were built.

The 4 city gates [1]
Impressive vestiges of the two medieval walls, the monumental gates protected 
the city while signifying its importance. The Clock Tower [1A], or Zittglœckel, is 
situated beyond the City Hall. With the School Tower [1B], it formed part of the 
first fortifications, built in the early 13th century. A second rampart, built in the 
13th and 14th centuries, featured 8 towers and 3 gates, of which the Low Gate 
[1C], to the east, and the Lion Gate [1D], to the north, still remain. 

The Six-Bucket Well [2]
For 300 years, the 6 chained buckets of this Renais-
sance-style well, built in 1605, provided water to 
Rosheim’s citizens, nicknamed the Rosemerschnacke, 
meaning snails. 

City Hall [3]
The Regency-style City Hall was built in 1760, then 
was extended in 1884 by the Bailiwick Court, forming a  
remarkable, elegant and symmetrical ensemble.

The old prison [4]
Showing the German influence of the late 19th century, 
the pink sandstone former prison, with 6 upstairs cells, 
was built on the first enclosure wall.

The rich history 
of the town 
of Rosheim
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The former synagogue [5]
The sandstone façade of the former synagogue, built in 1884 in 
a Romanesque Revival style, reflects the presence of a Jewish 
community in Rosheim from the 13th century. 

The Saint Etienne Church [6]
A jewel of neoclassical architecture in Alsace, the Catholic 
Church of Saint Etienne was built at the end of the 18th century. 
Inspired by ancient art, Salins de Montfort’s design aimed for 
a sense of spaciousness. The monumental façade, graced 
by 4 Doric columns, features statues of Saint Odile and Saint  
Arbogast. The Romanesque belfry, conserved from the previous 
church, dates from the late 13th century.  

6

 

 

 rue du Général de Gaulle

rue de l'Ecole

rue du Sel

rue N
etter

rue des Violettes
rue des

r.d. l'H
ôpital

Fleurs

rue du G
énéral B

osch

rue du G
énéral de B

rauer

rue de l'Abattoir

rue du Lion

rue Saint Benoit

 C
lém

en
ce

au

Avenue Clémenceau

Aven
ue F

och

Avenue Foch

rue du Veau

rue
 Brau

n

rue du Lion

rue des D
éportés

rue B
raun

rue
 du

 Lio
n

ru
e 

N
ou

ve
lle

r.d. M
oulin

r.d. Echasses

rue des B
ains

 rue de la M
arne

rue de l’Eglise

2

Ave
nue

Pbus

 Community hall

 ru
e d

es
 P
ru
ne

lle
s

Place de 
la R

épublique

Rose garden

WC

WC

Washing area

Washing area

N

5

6

7
4

8

1A

2
3

11

1D

1B

12

5

9



Two listed half-timbered houses [7]
These two neighbouring timbered houses, built in the same period, in the late 
16th and early 17th centuries, boast rich and varied ornamentation. The first is 
marked with the baker’s emblem, featuring a small corner window to look out 
from inside without being seen. The second one has a very fine sculpted-wood 
oriel window, designed in the same spirit.

The Benedictine Monastery [8]
In 1862, nuns from Saint-Nicolas-de-Port founded a Benedictine 
community in Rosheim. The buildings, today used as an inn, once 
served as a spa. The nuns, still present, make communion bread in a 
convent facility that includes a neo-Gothic chapel from 1897.

The medieval garden [10] 
Not far from the Romanesque 
House, near the old Hospital 
Gate, a medieval garden draws 
its inspiration from the mo-
nastic practices of the Middle 
Ages. You will find a wide 
variety of plants, both domes-
tic and wild, which were used 
as medicinal remedies and in 
medieval cooking.
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1C

Old ramparts

1B

Saint Marthe Tower [9]
Take a pleasant family stroll along the old ramparts and enjoy the sights: 
Saint Marthe Tower, two former wash houses and a playground. 

Emblems

Tourist office
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