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HIKING TOUR FROM CASTLE TO CASTLE 
Expert level 

Start : Lembach 

 

 33 km 

 2 jours 

 1311 m 

 

  

Set off to explore the Northern Vosges, straddling the 
border between France and Germany. Discover a host of 
castles and remarkable rock formations, starting from 
Fleckenstein Castle. A challenging 33 km hike !  

 
Car park at Fleckenstein 
Castle, Lembach 

 
Fleckenstein Castle car 
park 

 
21,5 Km - Wissembourg 
railway station 

 

CONTACT 

Office de Tourisme de l'Alsace 
Verte 
03 88 80 89 70 - tourisme@alsace-
verte.com  

  

 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

Carte IGN 3814 ET  
GPX Track 

https://pubalsace.dnconsultants.fr/components/com_leipub/assets/dl.php?file=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.tourisme-alsace.info%2Ftraces%2F219007707.gpx
https://pubalsace.dnconsultants.fr/components/com_leipub/assets/dl.php?file=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.tourisme-alsace.info%2Ftraces%2F219007707.gpx


STEPS 

 Thank you for following these guidelines 

Please remain vigilant during your walk. Some sections of the route may be temporarily 
closed during the breeding season to protect local wildlife. Quiet zones may also be 
designated to minimise disturbance and protect species. And access to certain castles may be 
prohibited for safety reasons. 

 Fleckenstein Castle   

Imposing and impressive, Fleckenstein Castle stands on a 100-metre-long rocky outcrop at 
an altitude of 338 metres in the Northern Vosges Regional Nature Park. Built in the 12th 
century, the castle was a truly impregnable fortress. It held out for four centuries before 
being destroyed in 1689 by French troops. 

 Loewenstein Castle   

Situated near Hohenbourg, Loewenstein stands on the southern spur of the Schlossberg 
(550m above sea level), an imposing sandstone cliff. Built on two rocks separated by a 
gorge, it was also known as a hideout for knight-bandits and was destroyed in 1386. 

 Hohenbourg Castle   

Built in the mid-13th century by the Puller family, a long-established Alsatian lineage, the 
castle was remodelled in the 16th century. It came into the possession of the Sickingen 
family in 1504 and was destroyed around 1680. Traces remain of the Renaissance-style door 
frames, a stair turret bearing the Sickingen coat of arms, and a substantial horseshoe-
shaped barbican (early 16th century). 



 

 Wegelnburg Castle   

The ruins of Wegelnburg Castle, situated at an altitude of 572 metres, stretch along a 
mountain ridge. It is the highest castle in the Palatinate, offering panoramic views of the 
Palatinate Forest/Northern Vosges Biosphere Reserve. This imperial fortress was built in the 
12th/13th centuries. The remains of gates, buildings, large chambers hewn into the rock and 
circular walls are well worth a visit. 

 Blumenstein Castle   

Blumenstein Castle is a medieval ruin in the Vasgau region, situated in Schönau in the 
Palatinate at an altitude of 361 metres on a rocky outcrop. The castle dates from the 13th 
century. It was probably destroyed during the Peasants’ War in 1525. 

 Petit-Arnsberg Castle   

A veritable eagle’s nest, built in the 14th century as an outpost by Wissembourg Abbey, the 
castle was held as a fief in 1335 by the knight Frédéric de Wasigenstein. Remnants of the 
staircases and passageways hewn into the rock, as well as the remains of the seigneurial 
palace and the defence tower, 

 Wasigenstein Castle   

Two castle ruins stand on two rocky outcrops separated by a natural fault that has been 
altered by human hands. To the east stands the Grand-Wasigenstein, built in the mid-13th 
century as an imperial castle, with its pentagonal keep. To the west lies the Petit-
Wasigenstein, built around 1299 by a branch of the Wasigenstein family, hence its 
proximity. 



 

 Froensbourg Castle   

An impressive semi-troglodytic castle built in the 13th century by a branch of the 
Fleckenstein family who took the name Froensbourg. Having become a hideout for knight-
bandits, the castle was besieged and destroyed in 1348 by the Alliance for Public Peace 
(Landfriedensbund). 




