


HIKING CASTLES, WATERFALL AND 
SANDSTONE SCULPTURES Intermediate level 

Start : Oberhaslach 

 

 12,69 km 

 3h30 

 412 m 

 422 m 

 

  >   >  

    >   

The tour starts at the ruins and the waterfall of the 
Nideck to reach the viewpoint of the Hirschfels rock. A 
little further down the valley, the trail passes through a 
part of the Sandweg path and its sandstone sculptures 
to reach the ruins of the Hohenstein and the Petit-
Ringelsbestein.  

 MF du Nideck 

 MF du Nideck 

 13,6 Km at Gare d'Urmatt 

 

CONTACT 

Office de Tourisme Région de 
Molsheim-Mutzig 
+33 (0)3 88 38 11 61  

All trail markings are reproduced courtesy of the Club 
Vosgien © Fédération du Club Vosgien - 2021  

  

 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

Take a hiking map, some drinks, a survival 
blanket and a phone - Wear hiking shoes  
Carte IGN n°3716 ET - Mont Sainte-Odile / 
Molsheim  



STEPS 

Ruins of castle Nideck and waterfall   

The waterfall culminates at 534 meters above sea level, 
south of the remains of the ruins of the castle Nideck; 
these are 2 distinct castles (13th-14th century), besieged 
in 1448 and 1454, then destroyed by fire in 1636. The 
water of the waterfall flows from a wall of volcanic rock 
about 25 meters high. There is a legend, that of the 
giants of the Nideck, 

Rocher du Hirschfels   

View from the rock to the ruins of the Nideck castle 

Le château égyptien         

The "Giants of the Nideck" are sculptures in pink 
sandstone from Alsace from a sculpture symposium 
(2003). Das ägyptische Schloss der Puppe von der 
Tochter des Riesen" von Gerardo Arribas. 

Éléphant Comb   

"Elephant Comb" by Ivan Bon. 
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549 & Le dialogue des géants   

"549" by François Weil, "The Dialogue of Giants" by 
Tomasz Domanski, 

Le royaume du laboureur & Existe-t-il   

"The kingdom of the ploughman" by Bénédicte Weber 
and Sylvain Chartier as well as "Does it exist or does it 
not exist?" by Christian Fuchs. 

Ruins of castle Hohenstein   

Of this 13th century castle built on a rock by the 
Hohenstein family, only the keep that protected the 
dwelling in enfilade and an enclosure flanked by a semi-
circular bastion remain. In 1338, Bishop Berthold de 
Bucheck seized the castle and destroyed it. 

Ruins of castle Petit-Ringelstein   

The castle of the Little Ringelstein (or Little Ringelsberg) 
is located on a small peak and is surrounded by a dry 
stone wall. 
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