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Picture 1: FRONT PORCH OF THE ABBEY 
 

In the "Cour de la Dîme" (Tithe Courtyard), on your 
left, you can see the tithe barn, now housing a media 
library. Villagers were only authorized to use the path 
through the abbey during the hay making season. The 
front porch, on the northern side of the abbey, was 
accidentally damaged in 1965 by a hay wagon, then 
renovated and finally raised in 2000. 

 
 

Picture 2: MILLS & STABLES 
 

The building on the left side of the front porch is the 
former abbey mill. The perimeter wall on each side of 
the gate marked the northern boundary of the abbey. 
The openings in the wall are in fact windows 
belonging to the abbey's cowsheds and stables. 

 
 

Picture 3 & 7: THE WASH HOUSE 
 

The two-story wash house (picture 7) was frequented 
by the majority of local women, whereas the smaller 
wash house (picture 3) was used by women from the 
eastern part of the village. Monday used to be 
laundry day, and the wash houses were in use until 
the 1970's. 

 
 

Picture 4: THE BROOKS 
 

The river arm of Altorf, a diversion of the Bruche 
River, was created to avoid flooding in the Molsheim 
and Avolsheim sectors. In 1562, a brook called the 
"Mühlbach" (Mill Brook) was made so the water 
could turn the wheel of the monks' mill. Another 
brook, the "Mittelbach" (Middle Brook), used to 
regulate the water flow needed to operate the mill. 

 

Picture 5: RESTING BENCH 
 

A Vosgian sandstone bench nicknamed the "Empress 
Bench" in honor of Empress Eugenie, wife of 
Napoleon III. It was built under the lime trees next to 
the pathway in 1853, on the order of the prefects 
Lezay-Marnésia and West, thus giving peasants and 
travelers a chance to rest. When on break, peasant 
women, who used to carry their burdens on their 
heads, would put them down on the girder before 
sitting on the lower crossbar. 

 
 

Picture 6: THE "ROSSSCHWAMM" (THE HORSE DIP) 
 

Every summer Monday morning, peasants would 
come to bathe and groom their horses here. During 
the hay making season, when the water level allowed 
it, carriages would cross the river along the bridge, to 
the horses' delight. 

 
 

Picture 8: THE CHAPEL 
 

The chapel was built by the Salomon women on their 
property in 1846 and bequeathed to the Church 
Council in 1856. It was then renovated in 1898 and 
1978. The windows were also replaced in 2008 thanks 
to the donations of a parish woman. Nowadays, the 
Rosary is being said every Tuesday afternoon. 

 
 

Picture 9: THE "LEIMENGRUBE" (THE LIME PIT) 
 

A place where the clay, needed for the production of 
cob and tiles, was extracted until 1789. The tilery was 
located in the northern part of the village, where the 
new district lies. The area was declared buildable in 
1800, to allow the village to expand. 

 

Picture 10: THE CITY GUARD HOUSE 
 

The city guard house housed the night watchmen as 
well as the local jail. Until 1900, two men were 
stationed there each night. They enforced a 10 pm 
curfew, instructing women to walk around with a 
lantern and minors to stay indoors. Incidentally, 
selling alcohol in cafés was also forbidden after 10 
pm. 

 
Picture 11: THE PIETA 

 
The perimeter wall where the Pieta is nesting was 
built in 1732. The Pieta was uncovered among the 
rubble of a convent chapel (already mentioned 
around 970) which belonged to the order of the 
Benedictine, founded by St. Scholastica, the twin 
sister of St. Benedict. On the left of the Pieta stood a 
public well, walled-up in the property in 1870 but 
which can still be seen due to the rounded shape of 
the wall. 

 
Picture 12: ALSATIAN HOUSE 

 
17th century Alsatian housing, boasting Renaissance 
style windows and half-timbering with floral pattern. 
You can also notice the St. Andrew's cross 
configuration of the beams as well as the angel 
sculpture on the corner strut. 

 
Picture 13: THE GROTTO OF LOURDES 

 
Fashioned in 1958 by order of Eugene Schmitt, parish 
priest of Altorf from 1948 to 1971, the monument 
was inaugurated on August 3rd 1958. That day was 
Saint's Day, as well as the golden jubilee of Father 
Archange Sieffert, author of a well-documented book 
about the history of the village. The grotto was a 
place of blessing on Palm Sunday and the point of 
departure for sacred processions, such as first 
communions or professions of faith. The flower bed 
has been refurbished in 2010. 
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